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First Presbyterian Church, Staunton, VA 
Mission & Vision Statement  
Adopted on September 10, 2024 

We open our hearts and our doors to worshipping Christ in downtown Staunton as a visible 
witness to the Gospel.  
We are called to be a congregation that… 
1. Invites all people to faith in Christ. 
2. Worships God in a vibrant community through discipleship, music, and fellowship. 
3. Uses our resources, time, and talents in the service of the least of these. 
4. Nurtures and strengthens those within and outside of our community. 
5. Makes the best use of our historic downtown property to benefit others. 

Elders 
 

 Class of 2025 
Hugh Sproul, Property 

 Barbara Richardson, Congregational Life 
 

Class of 2026 
Susie Lendermon, Mission & Outreach 

Martha Tillen, Worship 
Cindy Cooke, Administration 

 

Class of 2027 
Lisa Caywood, Congregational Life 

Eddie Homes, Discipleship 
Sharon Wilson, Mission & Outreach 

Clerk 
Martha Tillen 

 

Treasurers 
Scott Wilson 

Amanda Avery 
 

Staff 
Rev. Dr. Jeff Binder, Pastor 

Dr. Renee Huff, Minister of Music 
Heidi Marsh, Office Manager 

 

Buildings & Grounds 
John & Teresa Sheaves 

 

Sound & Video 
Sam Clem 

 
 
 
 
 

1st Sunday of Christmas 
December 28th, 2025 @ 11:00am 

A Service for the Worship of God 
 

PRELUDE                                       “The Christmas Song”  
                                  by Mel Torme, © 1946 Edwin H Morris & Co.  

 
CHIMING OF THE HOUR                 

 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                 

 

INTROIT #108                        “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”                          Eddie Homes 

 

WORDS OF PRAISE                                                                                       Rev. Dr. Gary Cecil 
     Praise the Lord! 
     The rulers of the nations; the young and old, and children, let them praise the 

name of the Lord. 
     His name alone is exalted. 
     He has raised up for his people a horn, the praise of all the saints, the  

people close to his heart. 
     Let us praise and worship the Lord! 

 
*OPENING HYMN #150        “As With Gladness Men of Old”    

 
*OPENING PRAYER                                          Unison   

We praise your name, O God; you are glorified among the nations and  
in creation. You give us a vision of a world made new, yet we find it so easy  
to abide in the old. You promise your presence among us, yet we seek so often  
to hide from you. You are the beginning and end; the middle we cling to for  
ourselves. We confess our nearsightedness and beg for clear sight. May we  
enter the coming year made whole by your grace in Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
 
 
 



*ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE           
     Know that the Lord is good. 
     His mercy endures forever. 
     Hear the good news: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 

 
*PASSING OF THE PEACE                                                                           
     The peace of Christ be with you. 
     And also with you. 

 
*RESPONSE OF PRAISE #581         “Glory Be to the Father”                                           

 
SCRIPTURE READINGS                       Matthew 2:13-16a  
     This is the word of the Lord. 
     Thanks be to God!   

 
ANTHEM                                    “Long Time Ago in Bethlehem”  
                                     by Jester Hairston, © 1956/1981 Schumann Music 

 
SERMON                                   “Hark! The Herod’s Anger Stings!”          Rev. Dr. Gary Cecil                        

 
*HYMN OF RESPONSE #264          “At the Name of Jesus” 

 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                                                                                  Unison 
     I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus 

Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of  
the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; 
he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended  
into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; 
the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the  
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER         

 
CALL TO OFFERING                                                 
 
OFFERTORY                                 “The Christmas Waltz”  
        by Sammy Cahn music by Jule Styne, © 1954 Cahn Music co. /Chappell & Co.  
 
 
 

*DOXOLOGY #606         “Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow” 

 
*PRAYER OF GRATITUDE           

 
*CLOSING HYMN #143       “Angels, from the Realms of Glory”      

 
*BENEDICTION  

 
*POSTLUDE                                         “Silver Bells”  
               by Jay Livingston and Ray Evans, © 1977 Paramount Music Co.  
                                                                        +++ 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
PLEASE WELCOME THE REVEREND DOCTOR GARY CECIL from Rockingham County,  
Virginia! Gary received his degree in Bible and Religion from King College in Bristol, 
Tennessee and a Doctor of  Ministry from Union Theological Seminary in Richmond, 
Virginia. He has an extensive background in youth ministry and mission work serving 
in the Yucatan, the Bahamas and Belfast, Northern Ireland. He served his first call as an 
associate minister in Pittsburg, Pennsylvania and during that time, he was sent as an 
immersion missionary to Nepal and northern India. He and his wife Sheila have two 
sons and seven grandsons.  
 

THE CHURCH OFFICES WILL BE CLOSED Wednesday, December 31 and Thursday, January 1 
for the New Year’s holiday. Pastor Jeff will be off Monday, December 29 & Tuesday,  
December 30. Heidi will be off through Friday, January 2. Happy New Year to everyone! 
 

HOME GOODS PANTRY  On Wednesday, December 17, the Home Goods Pantry handed out 
110 bags and helped 304 individuals. Thanks to all who worked to make this possible! 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer List 
Please send out prayers for:  Cindy Sokol; family of Trish and Ari Causey & SCA;  
Robin Knott; Ron Lowman; Fay Knicley; Mary Meade; Molly Cox; Mona Tate; Sandra; 
Collin Parrish; Danny Anson 
 

Please contact Heidi in the church office or Pastor Jeff to have names added or removed from  
the prayer list.  
 

Names will be removed after 6 weeks unless otherwise requested. 


