Elders Clerk

Class of 2026 Martha Tillen
Cindy Cooke, Administration Treasurers
Sherry Cox, Worship Scott Wilson
Martha Tillen, Clerk Amanda Avery
Class of 2027 Staff
Eddie Homes, Congregational Life Rev. Dr. Jeff Binder, Pastor
Sharon Wilson, Mission & Outreach Dr. Renee Huff, Minister of Music
Class of 2028 Heidi Marsh, Office Manager
Donna Goble, Mission & Outreach Buildings & Grounds
Robin Knott, Congregational Life John & Teresa Sheaves
Mary Meade, Worship Sound & Video
Sam Clem
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First Presbyterian Church, Staunton, VA

Mission & Vision Statement

Adopted on September 10, 2024
We open our hearts and our doors to worshipping Christ in downtown Staunton as a visible
witness to the Gospel.
We are called to be a congregation that...
Invites all people to faith in Christ.
Worships God in a vibrant community through discipleship, music, and fellowship.
Uses our resources, time, and talents in the service of the least of these.
Nurtures and strengthens those within and outside of our community.
Makes the best use of our historic downtown property to benefit others.

Ore W

August 30, 2026 @11:00am
A SERVICE FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD

PRELUDE “He"”
by Richard Mullan and Jack Richards © 1945 AVAS Music Pub.

CHIMING OF THE HOUR

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. Dr. Jeff Binder
INTROIT #847 “Our Hope, Our Life” Dr. Renee Huff
WORDS OF PRAISE Psalm 118 selected verses Donna Goble

O give thanks to the LORD, for God is good;

God’s steadfast love endures forever!

I thank you that you have answered me and have become my salvation.
The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone.
This is the LORD's doing;; it is marvelous in our eyes.

This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.

*OPENING HYMN #692 “Spirit, Open My Heart”

*OPENING PRAYER
O God, you bring justice to the oppressed and give bread to the hungry.
Forgive us when we do not follow you.
You free the prisoner and restore sight to the blind.
Forgive us when we do not follow you.
You support the downtrodden and protect the stranger.
Forgive us when we do not follow you.
You block evildoers and help orphans and widows.
God, forgive us when we do not follow you.
Grant us your grace. Embolden us as your people to stand where you stand.

* ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE Ephesians 2:8-9
By grace we have been saved through faith, and this is not our own doing;
it is nothing less than God’s gift for God’s people!
We have been saved. We have been redeemed. We have been forgiven.
Thanks be to God!



*PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you.

And also with you.
*RESPONSE OF PRAISE #593 “Holy, Holy”
SCRIPTURE READING Job 42
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
ANTHEM #807 “When We Must Bear Persistent Pain"
SERMON “Reconciliation & Restoration” Rev. Dr. Jeff Binder
*HYMN OF RESPONSE #39 “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”
* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH The Confession of Belhar (1986) Unison
We believe...

That Christ’s work of reconciliation is made manifest in the church as

the community of believers who have been reconciled with God and with

one another;

That unity is, therefore, both a gift and an obligation for the church of

Jesus Christ;

That through the working of God’s Spirit it is a binding force, yet simultaneously
a reality which must be earnestly pursued and sought: one which the people

of God must continually be built up to attain;

That this unity can be established only in freedom and not under constraint;

that the variety of spiritual gifts, opportunities, backgrounds, convictions, as well
as the various languages and cultures, are by virtue of the reconciliation in Christ,
opportunities for mutual service and enrichment within the one visible people

of God;

That true faith in Jesus Christ is the only condition for membership of

this church.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER Hymnal pg. 35
CALL TO OFFERING

OFFERTORY “Sweet Will of God"
by Leslie N. Morris, 1900

*DOXOLOGY #606  “Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow”
*PRAYER OF GRATITUDE

*CLOSING HYMN #236 “The Strife Is O’er”

*BLESSING & SENDING Romans 12 selected verses
Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good.
May we love one another with mutual affection, outdoing one another in
showing honor.
Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord.
Let us rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, and persevere in prayer.
Contribute to the needs of the saints, extend hospitality to strangers.
May we live peaceably with all.
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Alleluia! Amen.

POSTLUDE “If We Only Have Love”
by Mort Shuman and Eric Blau © 1956 & 1968 by Hill & Range Songs
+++
ANNOUNCEMENTS
THERE WILL BE A CALLED CONGREGATIONAL MEETING for the purpose of electing

Nominating Committee members on Sunday, August 30, immediately following worship.

POWER UP OUR COMMUNITY: JOIN THE AUGUST FOOD PROTEIN DRIVE A Food Protein Drive

in support of the Blue Ridge Area Food Bank is taking place all of this month. Collection bins
for shelf-stable items (peanut butter, canned meats/fish, beans, stews) are in the sanctuary
narthex and in the lobby of the Fraser building. Thank you for your support and generosity!
(NO GLASS CONTAINERS, PLEASE) - The Mission & Outreach Committee

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN FOR SANCTUARY DOORS Session has approved a Capital Campaign
concluding Labor Day weekend. We ask that you prayerfully consider a contribution toward
restoring the sanctuary doors. Gifts can be made by check to First Presbyterian Church,

with “Sanctuary Door Campaign” written in the memo section. Thank you!

HOME GOODS PANTRY On Wednesday, August 19, the Home Goods Pantry handed out
153 full bags and 12 partial bags, totaling 165 bags. This assisted 381 individuals. Second
Presbyterian Church, as well as First, donated many items that were used for special
requests. Thank you very much for your continued support! It is greatly appreciated.

Prayer Sink

J
Please send out prayers for: Family of Fay Knicley; Hugh Sproul; Molly Cox; Mona Tate;
Kim Young; Timmy Plummer; Mary-Faye Sproul Browning; Ben Rice; Frank Villafana;
Betty Patton; Teresa Anson

Please contact Heidi in the church office or Pastor Jeff to have names added or removed from
the prayer list.

Names will be removed after 6 weeks unless otherwise requested.



