Elders Clerk

Class of 2026 Martha Tillen
Cindy Cooke, Administration Treasurers
Sherry Cox, Worship Scott Wilson
Martha Tillen, Clerk Amanda Avery
Class of 2027 Staff
Eddie Homes, Congregational Life Rev. Dr. Jeff Binder, Pastor
Sharon Wilson, Mission & Outreach Dr. Renee Huff, Minister of Music
Class of 2028 Heidi Marsh, Office Manager
Donna Goble, Mission & Outreach Buildings & Grounds
Robin Knott, Congregational Life John & Teresa Sheaves
Mary Meade, Worship Sound & Video
Sam Clem

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
100 E. Frederick Street, Staunton, VA 24401
540-886-0704; stauntonfirst@gmail.com
www.1stpres-staunton.org
Facebook.com/FirstPresbyterianChurchStaunton

Please Donate! Scan QR Code

©

First Presbyterian Church, Staunton, VA

Mission & Vision Statement

Adopted on September 10, 2024
We open our hearts and our doors to worshipping Christ in downtown Staunton as a visible
witness to the Gospel.
We are called to be a congregation that...
Invites all people to faith in Christ.
Worships God in a vibrant community through discipleship, music, and fellowship.
Uses our resources, time, and talents in the service of the least of these.
Nurtures and strengthens those within and outside of our community.
Makes the best use of our historic downtown property to benefit others.

Ore W

September 20, 2026 @ 11:00ammyBlessing of the Animals
A SERVICE FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD

PRELUDE #661 “His Eye Is on the Sparrow” Dr. Renee Huff
CHIMING OF THE HOUR

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. Dr. Jeff Binder
INTROIT #19 “God of Great & God of Small”

WORDS OF PRAISE Psalm 148 Joe Surratt

Praise the Lord from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps;

fire and hail, snow and fog, tempestuous wind, doing God’s will;
mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars;

wild beasts and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds;

sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the world;
young men and maidens, old and young together.

Let them praise the name of the Lord, whose name only is exalted,

whose splendor is over earth and heaven.

Let us worship the God of Creation!

*OPENING HYMN #664 “Morning Has Broken”
*OPENING PRAYER Unison

Source and sustainer of life, we cherish the works of your hands.

Water, earth, and sky are yours, as are all their inhabitants, wild and tame.

We thank you for creatures that nourish and serve us, befriend, enrich, entertain,
and protect us. May we, who are made in your image, care for them well,

despite our imperfections and brokenness as humans.

And may your wondrous creation thrive, revealing to all who come after us

your wise, redemptive, transforming love.

* ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE

God’s love and forgiveness knows no end.
Friends, in Jesus Christ we are given new life, time and time again!
Thanks be to God!

*PASSING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.



*RESPONSE OF PRAISE #581 “Glory Be to the Father”

SCRIPTURE READING Genesis 45 selected verses
This is the word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God!

ANTHEM “Home Sweet Home"
words by John Howard Payne, 1823 music by Henry R. Bishop

SERMON “Family Reunions” Rev. Dr. Jeff Binder
*HYMN OF RESPONSE #14 “For the Beauty of the Earth” v.1,2, &5
* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Beatitudes for the Animal Lover Responsively

“Blessed are the poor in the wallet after paying the vet and food bills, your animal
appreciates your efforts.

“Blessed are those who mourn after losing a beloved pet, for the loss will never
be forgotten, but they will be comforted.

“Blessed are the meek animals; those who are “good boys and girls’, who don’t bark
at every other dog or passerby; for they are always welcomed.

“Blessed are those animals who hunger and thirst for treats and meal time, for
they will be filled with sometimes better food than most humans eat.

“Blessed are the merciful who care for our animals in shelters and rescues, for they
will be the ones who will be rescued.

“Blessed are the pure in heart, animals and humans alike, for they will see God...
in all of Creation.

“Blessed are the peacemakers who step in to settle those rough and tumble moments
at the dog park, for they will be called children of God.

“Blessed are those who are persecuted for animals’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom
of heaven.

“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of
evil against you falsely on the account of your beloved pet.

Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they
persecuted the animal lovers who were before you.

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS
Almighty and everlasting God, creator of all things and giver of all life,
let your blessing be upon all these animals: furry, scaly, hairy, feathery.
May our relationships with them mirror your love for us,
and our care for them be an example of your endless mercy and grace.
Grant these animals health and peace.
Strengthen us to love and care for them as we strive to imitate your love for
the world.

(At this time you are invited forward to introduce your animal and receive a personal blessing.)

CALL TO OFFERING

OFFERTORY “If We Could Talk with the Animals"
by Leslie Bricusse (from Dr. Doolitle) 1967 BMI

*DOXOLOGY #606  “Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow”
*PRAYER OF GRATITUDE
*CLOSING HYMN #15  “All Creatures of Our God and King” v.1,4, &6

*BLESSING & SENDING
Go out into God’s beloved world in peace.
May we live in peace with one another and with all God’s creatures.
May we share God’s blessing with those we encounter this day and every day.
May we live our lives assured of God’s blessing in our own lives, and be blessings
to others.
Alleluia! Amen.

POSTLUDE “Love’s Old Sweet Song”
by G. Clifton Bingham, 1882 & James Lyman Molloy
+++
ANNOUNCEMENTS
YOU'RE INVITED to a picnic with 3rd and 2nd Pres Churches on Saturday, October 3, at 3pm
at 3rd’s fellowship hall and/or outdoor area. 3rd will provide hamburgers, hot dogs, tea,
and lemonade. They ask that folks kindly bring a covered dish, salad, or dessert to share.
Please RSVP to stauntonfirst@gmail.com by September 28. Thank you!

THE QUEEN CITY MISCHIEF & MAGIC FESTIVAL will take place in downtown Staunton
Saturday, September 26, starting at 9:00am and Sunday, September 27, ending at 7:00pm.

We will have worship on Sunday, September 27, during the festival. If you choose
to come in person, please note that parking will be limited. There will be parking on the left
side of the street, and there will be signs stating “Reserved for First Presbyterian.” You can
also park on the grass, if needed.

WAYESBORO SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA CONCERTS In conjunction with the Queen City
Mischief and Magic Festival, please join the Waynesboro Symphony Orchestra for two
free one-hour concerts. “The Wondrous World of Wizards” performances will take place
on Saturday, September 26 at 3:00pm and 5:00pm in our sanctuary. Please join us!

Please send out prayers for: Hugh Sproul; Molly Cox; Mona Tate; Kim Young;
Timmy Plummer; Mary-Faye Sproul Browning; Betty Patton; Teresa Anson

Please contact Heidi in the church office or Pastor Jeff to have names added or removed from
the prayer list.

Names will be removed after 6 weeks unless otherwise requested.



