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Sharon Wilson, Mission & Outreach Dr. Renee Huff, Minister of Music
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First Presbyterian Church, Staunton, VA

Mission & Vision Statement

Adopted on September 10, 2024
We open our hearts and our doors to worshipping Christ in downtown Staunton as a visible
witness to the Gospel.
We are called to be a congregation that...
Invites all people to faith in Christ.
Worships God in a vibrant community through discipleship, music, and fellowship.
Uses our resources, time, and talents in the service of the least of these.
Nurtures and strengthens those within and outside of our community.
Makes the best use of our historic downtown property to benefit others.

Ore W

October 4, 2026 @ 11:00amyWorld Communion Sunday
A SERVICE FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD

PRELUDE #731 “Give Thanks for Those Whose Faith Is Firm”  Dr. Renee Huff

CHIMING OF THE HOUR

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. Dr. Jeff Binder
INTROIT #767 “Together We Serve”
WORDS OF PRAISE Psalm 19 selected verses Dick Cox

The heavens are telling the glory of God,

and the firmament proclaims God’s handiwork.

Day to day pours forth speech,

and night to night declares knowledge.

There is no speech, nor are there words; their voice is not heard;

yet their voice goes out through all the earth, and their words to the end of
the world.

Let the words of our mouths, and the meditation of our hearts

be acceptable to you, O Lord, our rock and our redeemer.

*OPENING HYMN #306 "Blest Be the Tie That Binds”

*OPENING PRAYER Unison

God of all nations, you have revealed your will to all people and promised us
your saving help. May we open our ears and hearts to you at this time, to hear
and do what you command, that the power of evil may be overcome by the gift
of your healing grace, as the world together seeks peace in your presence;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

* ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE

May God help us to continue to preach peace and love to those who are near and
far as we share the good news: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.
Thanks be to God!



*PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you.

And also with you.
*RESPONSE OF PRAISE #443 “There Is a Redeemer” vw.1&2
SCRIPTURE READINGS Matthew 5:1-20
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
ANTHEM #172 “Blest Are They”
SERMON “Salt and Light” Rev. Dr. Jeff Binder

*HYMN OF RESPONSE #494 “Jesus, Thou Joy of Loving Hearts”
CALL TO OFFERING

OFFERTORY “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”
Lyrics by Omer Westendorf, (Ashgrove) © 1964 World Lib Pub.

*DOXOLOGY #606 “Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow”
*PRAYER OF GRATITUDE

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Invitation
Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Sanctus “Holy, Holy, Holy” Hymnal #559
Lord’s Prayer Hymnal pg. 35
Words of Institution
Sharing in the Bread and Cup
Prayer After Communion

*CLOSING HYMN #740 “Lead Me, Guide Me”

*BLESSING & SENDING Numbers 6:24-26
The Lord bless you and keep you,
the Lord make his face shine upon you
and be gracious to you,
the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.
Now go out into the world to love and serve the Lord.

POSTLUDE #765 “May the God of Hope Go with Us”
+++

ANNOUNCEMENTS
KEEP A FOSTER CHILD WARM THIS WINTER Many foster children who pass through
and reside at the Presbyterian Home for the Highlands (PCHH) leave home without
any belongings. As winter approaches, foster care facilities and new foster families see
a rise in the need for warm winter clothing — especially coats. Our church is collecting
new or gently used coats as well as hats/scarves and gloves in sizes ranging from
infant to men’s 4XL for these children. Please place donated items in the collection bins
in the Sanctuary narthex or just outside the chapel in Fraser Building. To give funding
for this project, please put PCHH in the memo line of your check or put cash in an
envelope marked PCHH. Thank you for your love and generosity!
- The Missions and Outreach Committee

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED to work First Presbyterian Church’s table at the Staunton Pride
Festival on Saturday, October 17. If interested, please contact Mary Meade. Thank you!

WAYNESBORO SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA FALL CONCERT, “The Artistry of American
Women”, will take place on Saturday, October 10, at 7:00pm in our sanctuary.
The concert is free, and donations are gratefully accepted. All are welcome!

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE The deadline for submissions for the November issue of First
Impressions is Thursday, October 15. Please submit any info you would like to include
by then. Thank you!

Prayer St

Please send out prayers for: Alice Herbst; Denise Lowman; Hugh Sproul; Molly Cox;
Mona Tate; Kim Young; Timmy Plummer; Betty Patton; Teresa Anson

Please contact Heidi in the church office or Pastor Jeff to have names added or removed from
the prayer list.

Names will be removed after 6 weeks unless otherwise requested.



